632	FOREIGN JUDGMENTS
II. DIRECT ENFORCEMENT OF FOREIGN
JUDGMENTS IN ENGLAND
Exceptions The common law doctrine that a foreign judgment, though
to rule that creating an obligation that is actionable in England, cannot be
enforced here except by the institution of fresh legal proceed-
not directly jngg3 is subject to important statutory exceptions introduced
fc Enghlnd by the judgments Extension Ajt»jj_6 8 ; the Administration
of Justice Act, 1920, Part II; and the Foreign Judgments
(Reciprocal Enforcement) Act, I933.1 We will deal with these
statutes separately.
I.  JUDGMENTS EXTENSION ACT,   I 8 68
Exceptional    Scotland and Ireland, from the point of view of private inter-
P°8^lo°t^ national law, are foreign countries, and before 1868 a plaintiff
and Irish who had obtained judgment in either of these countries and
judgments Wj10 Desired to enforce it against the defendant in England was
in no better position than if he had obtained his judgment in
some country which did not form part of the United Kingdom.
His only course was to bring a fresh action in England. The
Act of 1 868 was therefore passed with the object of rendering
judgments obtained in the Superior Courts of England, Scot-
land and Ireland, respectively, effectual in any other part of the
United Kingdom.
Irish or The Act now applies only to- judgments obtained in the
jud^t Engttsh High Court of Justice, the High Court of Justice in
has full Northern Ireland2 and the Court of Session in Scotland. Each
°^ these courts keeps a register, in which a certificate affirming
that a judgment has been obtained in either of the other two
countries may be entered. A judgment is 'extended' by register-
ing in the country where enforcement is desired a certificate
issued by the adjudicating court. The Act provides that :
'[The certificate] shall from the date of such registration be of the
same force and effect, and all proceedings shall and may be had and
taken on such certificate, as if the judgment of which it is a certificate
had been a judgment originally obtained ... in the court in which it is
so registered, and all the reasonable costs and charges attendant upon
1	See an article by Professor H. E. Yntema, 33 Michigan Law 'Review (June
193 5)»PP- 1129 etse(H-
2	After Eire became a Dominion it was held that judgments by its courts could
no longer be registered in England under the Act of 1868; Wakely v. Triumph
Cycle Co., [1924] i 0. 214; Banfieldv. Carter (1925), 94 L.J., K.B. 805; but
for the contrary view taken in Eire see Gieves Ltd. v. O'Connor, [1924] 2 Ir.R.
182. Eire is now a Republic.

